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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OXFORD 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 134 

 

A TEMPORARY EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO ADDRESS IMPACTS OF THE 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC ON LOCAL BUSINESSES  

 
A TEMPORARY EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE OXFORD CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP CODE,  UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
MICHIGAN CHARTER TOWNSHIP ACT, BY TEMPORARILY ADDING NEW SECTIONS 
14-10 THROUGH 14-19, TO ESTABLISH REGULATIONS FOR THE TEMPORARY USE 
OF PRIVATE SPACES, SUCH AS OFF-STREET PARKING LOTS, SIDEWALKS, AND 
YARDS, OF BUSINESSES IN OXFORD CHARTER TOWNSHIP, OAKLAND COUNTY, 
MICHIGAN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH EXECUTIVE ORDERS DURING THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT AND 
EXTENSION THEREOF. 
 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF OXFORD ORDAINS: 
 
Sec. 14-10.  Declaration of Emergency. 

 

The Township Board, by adoption of this emergency ordinance, determines that an 
emergency exists at the time of adoption, as described below. 

 
(a) Public health:  The spread of the Covid-19 virus (also known as SARS CoV-2 virus) is a 

demonstrated public health threat, as illustrated by the numerous executive orders 
promulgated by Governor Whitmer (“Executive Orders”).  
 

(b) Impact on the community:  The restrictions placed on public life have caused severe 
hardship to many businesses and citizens in the community, by limiting or closing 
businesses for significant periods of time. 
 

(c) Continuing emergency:  The threat posed by the Covid-19 virus is likely to present a 
continuing emergency until a vaccine has been developed or a significant portion of the 
population has developed immunity. 

 

  

Sec. 14-11. Purpose. 

The purpose of this temporary emergency ordinance is to: 

(a) Public Health, Safety and Welfare:  Meet a public emergency affecting public health, 
safety and welfare related to the Covid-19 pandemic; 
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(b) Business & Employment:  Promote community welfare by encouraging business 
operations and employment in a safe manner; 
 

(c) Mitigate Impacts:  Promote the mitigation of the potentially deleterious effects of the 
Covid-19 pandemic on the vibrant community that has been established in the Township; 
 

(d) Guidance:  Provide guidance for businesses and staff in applying this emergency 
ordinance; 
 

(e) Timeliness:  Provide a more rapid response and approval process than may be otherwise 
available through existing Township ordinances, resolutions, or processes; 
 

 
Sec. 14-12. Scope. 

 

The scope of this emergency ordinance is outlined below. 
 
(a) Period:  All approvals granted under this temporary emergency ordinance shall be 

effective only up to the effective period of this temporary emergency ordinance, a period 
of up to ninety (90) days from the effective date, which approval may include a special 
event that occurs on one date only.  This temporary emergency ordinance may only be 
extended once for up to an additional ninety (90) days which need not be consecutive, in 
which case any approvals granted under this temporary emergency ordinance may also be 
extended for this additional effective period. 
 

(b) Conflicting Ordinances or Resolutions:  While this emergency ordinance is effective, it 
shall be controlling wherever it conflicts with other ordinances or resolutions and those 
conflicting provisions shall be suspended solely with respect to applications under this 
temporary emergency ordinance.  However, this shall not bar any entity from applying 
for approvals using those ordinances or resolutions, if they so prefer. 
 

(c) Other Approvals:  Previous approvals for uses outlined in this temporary emergency 
ordinance may continue as previously approved or may be modified as allowed in this 
emergency ordinance.  A use that has been modified may return to its previous state 
following expiration or repeal of this emergency ordinance. 
 

(d) Establishment of Rights:  Approvals under this temporary emergency ordinance are 
temporary in nature and do not establish any vested rights. 
 

(e) Other Laws:  This temporary emergency ordinance does not suspend compliance with 
applicable state, county, federal law, or other township ordinances except as explicitly 
stated in this temporary emergency ordinance. 
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Sec. 14-13. General provisions. 

Subject to approval of the Township and to the other terms of this ordinance, the general 

provisions outlined below shall apply. 

 

(a) Existing businesses.   This ordinance is only applicable to businesses existing in Oxford 
Township on the effective date of this temporary emergency ordinance. 
 

(b) No Violations or unpaid fees or delinquent taxes.  Temporary uses under this temporary 
emergency ordinance shall not be permitted on properties that are in violation of any 
Township Ordinance, or regarding which there are unpaid fees to the Township or 
property taxes owing. 
 

(c)  Enforcing Covid-19-related Executive Order requirements.  Effective enforcement of 
Covid-19-related Executive Order requirements shall be the obligation of the owner and 
operator of the private property, and should include a combination of measures to ensure 
compliance, including but not limited to, providing warnings to anyone on the premises 
that they must fully and immediately comply with the terms of the property owner’s 
permit, which requires compliance with requirements of all applicable Executive Orders  
related to Covid-19, providing effective monitoring of the activity at all times, refusing 
admittance or revoking admittance to anyone not in compliance, by the owner and/or 
operator of the property immediately ceasing the activity in the event of non-compliance 
(e.g. stopping the music, the movie, or the activity, and clearing the premises). 
 

(d) Alcoholic Beverages.  Service of or consumption of alcoholic beverages shall continue to 
be governed by the Alcoholic Liquor Ordinance, Chapter 6, Oxford Township Code of 
Ordinances. 
 

(e) Outdoor Dining Service:  Private spaces, such as off-street parking, sidewalks, and yards 
of a business may be closed from their current uses and made available for use by the 
business for outdoor dining service, as outlined below. 

 
(1) Barriers.  Barriers may be required to protect outdoor dining service areas in parking 

areas from motor vehicles. 
 

(2) Furniture.  Outdoor dining service areas may include tables, chairs, trash receptacles, 
potted plants, fencing, and sun shading, which may include umbrellas, shelters, and 
tents.  All sun shading shall be constructed of fire-retardant materials. 

 

(3) Lighting.  Outdoor dining service areas may include outdoor lighting, as outlined 
below. 

 

a. Time.  Lighting shall be limited to half an hour before the use to half an hour 
after service. 

b. Glare.  Lighting shall not create glare that negatively impacts public safety. 
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c. Wiring.  Any wiring shall be secured in a manner to prevent trip or electrical 
hazards and in compliance with the Michigan Electrical Code. 

 
(f) Mobile Food Vending Unit:  Private spaces, such as off-street parking, sidewalks, and 

yards of a business may be closed from their current uses and made available for use by a 
mobile food vending unit. 

 
(1) Hours of Operation.  Mobile vending units shall not operate before 6:00 pm or after 

10:00 pm. 
 

(2) Waste.  Waste associated with a mobile food vending unit shall be managed as 
outlined below. 

 

a. Mobile food vending units must be equipped with a garbage or refuse 
container. 

b. Waste containers for public use must be provided. 
c. All trash associated with the mobile food vending unit shall be collected and 

disposed of off-site daily. 
d. All spilled food, food by-products, and other wastes must be cleaned up at 

least daily. 
e. Dumping of gray water, grease, or any other fluid onto land or street or into 

the storm drain is prohibited. 
 

(3) Odors.  Mobile food vending units shall not create offensive odors that are noticeable 
on adjacent properties or public spaces. 

 
(4) Fire Code.  Mobile food vending units shall comply with the Fire Protection and 

Prevention Ordinance, Chapter 26, Oxford Township Code of Ordinances, including, 

but not limited to provisions regarding fire extinguishers, fire extinguishing systems, 

compressed gas/liquid propane gas, generators, electrical, location, and general fire 

safety. 

 
(5) Registration & Insurance.  All mobile food vending units shall have proper vehicle 

registrations and current/valid registration plates.  All vehicles shall be properly 
insured. 

 
(6) Lighting.  Lighting associated with mobile food vending units shall not cause 

distractions for motorists or create negative impacts for surrounding properties.  
Flashing, blinking, or moving lights are prohibited when the mobile food vending unit 
is parked or serving customers. 

 
(7) Wheel Chocks.  Mobile food vending units shall use wheel chocks while parked to 

prepare or distribute food to prevent accidental movement. 
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(g) Outdoor Retail:  Private spaces, such as off-street parking, sidewalks, and yards of a 
business may be closed from their current uses and made available for outdoor retail uses, 
as outlined below. 

 
(1) Barriers.  Barriers may be required to protect outdoor retail areas in parking areas 

from motor vehicles. 
 

(2) Furniture.  Outdoor retail areas may include furniture, such as tables, shelving, 
product display, trash receptacles, potted plants, fencing, and sun shading, which may 
include umbrellas, shelters, and tents.  All sun shading shall be constructed of fire-
retardant materials.   

 
(h) Outdoor Recreation.  Private spaces, such as off-street parking, sidewalks, and yards of a 

business may be closed from their current uses and made available for outdoor uses such 
as a drive-in theater, drive-in concert, farmer’s market, sale of apples and apple cider 
(non-alcoholic),  hayrides, and other recreational activities as the Township Board may 
approve, as outlined below. 

 
(1) Residential setbacks.  Outdoor seating shall be located and activities scheduled to 

avoid adverse impacts upon residentially-zoned or used property. 
 

(2) Outdoor sound.  Central loudspeakers shall be permitted, provided that there is a 
finding that there are sufficient safeguards to prevent adverse impacts upon 
residentially-zoned or used property. 

 
(3) Theater and concerts.  Customers attending a drive-in theater or drive-in concert shall 

remain in their vehicles during such events except to use a restroom or to purchase 
food or beverages. 

 
(i) Structures.  Any temporary structures associated with a use granted under this temporary 

emergency ordinance shall comply with Fire Protection and Prevention Ordinance, 
Chapter 26, Oxford Township Code of Ordinances, and the Building Code, and shall be 
removed upon Expiration. 
 

(j) Required parking spaces and yards.  Temporary uses granted under this temporary 
emergency ordinance may be located within required parking spaces or maneuvering 
lanes, provided such temporary use does not cause users to park on other properties or 
rights-of-way, and within required yards, provided such location does not cause a 
nuisance or potential negative impact for the adjacent property or street. 
 

(k) Vehicular and pedestrian movement.  Temporary uses shall be configured in a manner 
that does not create a negative impact for vehicular or pedestrian movement. 
 

(l) Health:  All uses permitted under this temporary emergency ordinance shall comply 
with any applicable Oakland County Health Department orders and State of Michigan 
orders. 
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(m)  Sound:  Outdoor sound shall not be permitted, unless specifically allowed.   
 

(n) Signs:  Temporary signs may be installed accessory to support temporary uses permitted 
in this temporary emergency ordinance, as outlined below. 
 

(1) Time.  Temporary signs may be installed upon approval of a temporary permit and 
shall be removed upon conclusion of the use. 
 

(2) Place.  Temporary signs shall be installed in the private space or property the use is 
located on. 

 
(3) Manner.  Temporary signs shall be constructed of sturdy, all-weather materials and 

placed in a manner that does not affect motor vehicle or pedestrian movement. 
 
 

Sec. 14-14. Approval process and suspension/revocation process.  

The approval process and suspension/ revocation process is outlined below. 

(a) Application:  An application shall include the following: 
 

(b) Form.  A signed and completed application form, signed by all those with an interest in 
the property at issue, and describing the nature of the property interest; 
 

(c) Sketch Plans.  A basic sketch showing the proposed location of the temporary use and the 
proposed structures and objects to be placed on the property and their distances to the 
property boundary; 

 
(1) Description.  A description of the proposed activity, including the proposed use, any 

proposed structures, furniture, or objects to be placed on the proposed area of use; 
 

(2) Compliance measures for Covid-19 Executive Orders. A detailed description and plan 
of how the business owner and property owner will comply with the Governor’s then-
current Executive Orders on Covid-19, and meet the enforcement obligation set forth 
in Sec. 14-13(c) above, including complying with and effectively enforcing social 
distancing, crowd-size, and mask-wearing requirements for employees, contractors, 
customers, and anyone entering the area subject to the proposed temporary permit. If 
an enclosed or partially enclosed area, such as a tent, is proposed, a specific plan must 
be provided including who will be in charge of policing the separation of people, the 
wearing of masks and the numbers of people permitted into the tent and the contact 
information of that person or persons in charge.  

 

(3) Contact person.  The name of all contact person(s) who is/ are available at any time, 
together with their contact information;  
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(4) Liability insurance and indemnification. The applicant shall provide a  certificate of 
general liability insurance on an occurrence basis, by an insurer authorized to do 
business in Michigan, providing coverage of $1,000,000.00 for the proposed use, 
naming the Township, and its elected and appointed officials, employees and 
consultants (collectively “Township”), as additional insureds, as well as providing a 
copy of the endorsement to the policy naming the Township as additional insured. 
Prior to any permit being effective, the owner and operator of the property at issue 
shall also sign an agreement indemnifying and holding the Township and its elected 
and appointed officials, employees and consultants harmless from any claims by third 
parties arising from any use permitted under this temporary emergency ordinance. 

 

(5) Fee.  A fee, if any, as adopted by the Township Board, together with a deposit of 
funds into a trust and agency account in an amount as determined by the Township 
Board to be applied toward the cost of the Township consultants who the Township 
may request to review the application. The applicant shall be responsible for paying 
the costs of the consultants used by the Township in its review of an application.  

 

(6) Additional materials.  Any additional information necessary to determine compliance 
with this temporary emergency ordinance and other applicable laws. 

 
(d) Complete and accurate:  Submission of an application constitutes a representation by the 

applicant(s) that all of the information is complete and accurate. 
 

(e) Issuance:  Permits shall be issued by the Township Board or their designee after adequate 
review whenever the use is consistent with the provisions of this temporary emergency 
ordinance, the intent and purpose of this temporary emergency ordinance, and other 
applicable laws, Executive Orders, and ordinances.  Review by the Township Board shall 
be conducted in consultation with the Oxford Township Fire Inspector, Building Official, 
Planning Consultant, Township Engineer, Township Attorney, as applicable, and with 
other applicable entities and agencies, with the cost of such consultants paid by the 
applicant. 
 

(f) Withholding Permit:  Issuance of any permit may be withheld pending verification that 
any other necessary approvals have been granted. 
 

(g) Conditions:  Conditions may be placed on approvals, as outlined below. 
 

(1) Health, safety, and welfare.  Conditions shall be designed to protect the health, safety, 
and welfare of the users, adjacent properties and residents, and the community as a 
whole. This shall include conditions designed to minimize the adverse impacts on 
adjacent and nearby residentially-zoned properties. 
 

(2) Public services and facilities.  Conditions shall be designed to ensure that affected 
public services and facilities will be capable of accommodating the resulting 
increased service and facility loads. 
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(3) Police power.  Conditions shall be related to the valid exercise of the police power 
and purposes that are impacted by the activity. 

 

(4) Compliance.  Conditions shall be necessary to ensure compliance with the provisions 
of this temporary emergency ordinance, other township ordinances, or state or federal 
law, including compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 

 
(h) Expiration:  Any permit granted and any extension under this temporary emergency 

ordinance shall be valid until expiration or until this temporary emergency ordinance has 
expired or been repealed, or until the permit has been revoked by the Township Board.   
 

(i) Suspension and revocation:  An approval or permit may be suspended temporarily and 
immediately by a cease and desist order issued by the Township Supervisor or his 
designee based on one or more of the criteria below, after which the property owner and 
business owner and operator shall immediately cease all activities or actions specified in 
the cease and desist order pending a hearing before the Township Board. An approval or 
permit may be suspended. or revoked permanently by the Township Board, as outlined 
below. 

 
(1) Notice.  The applicant shall receive written notice of the possible permanent 

suspension or revocation hearing before the Township Board, including the time and 
place the suspension or revocation will be considered, the reason for the suspension 
or revocation, and actions necessary, if applicable, to prevent the suspension or 
revocation. 
 

(2) Decision criteria.  In order to suspend or revoke an approval or permit, one (1) of the 
following shall be found to be true: 

 

a. Threat.  An imminent threat exists to the health, safety, or welfare of neighboring 
persons or properties, or to the public. 

b. Covid-19 compliance or ordinance/permit compliance.  The property owner 
and/or business owner or operator has failed to fully comply with and to enforce 
on the premises the then-current Governor’s Executive Orders concerning Covid-
19, or has failed to fully comply with all the terms of this ordinance or with the 
permit conditions;  

c. Ordinance provisions.  The use of, or activity on, the property which is subject to 
an approved permit is not consistent with this temporary emergency ordinance as 
it existed at the time of approval; 

d. Approval and conditions.  The use of, or activity on, the property which is subject 
to an approved permit is not consistent with the approval, any condition of 
approval, or any written commitment; or 

e. Fraud.  The approval was a result of fraud or misrepresentation of facts. 
 

(3) Effect.  Upon revocation of an approval, all activity shall cease immediately, except 
for work related to securing the site or correcting a violation, as determined by the 
Township Supervisor or his/her designee. 
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Sec. 14-15. Enforcement. 

Violation of the provisions, approvals, or conditions of this emergency ordinance shall be 
a municipal civil infraction and shall be subject to the penalties, including attorney costs, 
established under §1-7 of the Oxford Township Code of Ordinances.    
 

 

Sec. 14-16. Severability. 

The provisions of this temporary emergency ordinance are hereby declared to be 
severable.  If any clause, sentence, word, section, or provision is hereafter declared invalid or 
unenforceable for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the 
remainder of such ordinance which shall continue in full force and effect.  If a court of 
competent jurisdiction declares invalid the application of provision of this temporary emergency 
ordinance to a particular property or use, that ruling shall not affect the application of that 
provision to other properties or uses. 
 

 

Sec. 14-17. Non-Repealer. 

Other ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this temporary emergency 
ordinance shall not be repealed. 
 

Sec. 14-18. Savings clause. 

All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired, or incurred at the 
time this temporary emergency ordinance takes effect are saved and may be consummated 
according to the law in force when they are commenced. 

 

 

Sec. 14-19. Effective date. 

This temporary emergency ordinance shall become effective immediately upon 

publication. 

 

MOVED BY:     Wright                                                   SECONDED BY: Nold 

AYES:   Curtis, Wright, Dunn, Payne, Ferrari                                   

NAYS:   Nold, Durr           

ABSENT:    None     
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Adopted at a meeting of the Charter Township of Oxford Board of Trustees held on the 9th day of 
September, 2020. 

 

_________________________________     ______________________________ 

William Dunn, Supervisor                                             Curtis Wright, Clerk 

Charter Township of Oxford                                         Charter Township of Oxford 

 

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN        ) 

)SS 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND     ) 

I, Curtis Wright, duly elected Clerk of the Charter Township of Oxford, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a complete and true copy of Ordinance No. 134, adopted by the Charter 
Township of Oxford at a meeting of the Board of Trustees held on the 9th day of September, 2020. 

 

 

                                                                         

Curtis Wright, Clerk 

PUBLISHED:  

EFFECTIVE:   


